
Good morning! 

A couple of years ago my father and I decided that he needed some help in his 

home.  He was getting on in age and household chores were becoming tough 

for him.  He needed someone to do some picking up, cleaning now and then, 

laundry, dishes and some cooking.  We asked around and found a woman who 

could do all the tasks we needed and was grateful for the job. 

In the past when we had needed some caregiving, household help we had hired 

from an agency since it was a temporary situation.  We knew that when we paid 

the agency $18 an hour that they were paying the person who actually came to 

our house only $10 or $11 an hour.  So now that we were going to pay directly 

my father figured we could just pay her $12 an hour.  He reasoned it was more 

than what she would have made through an agency but would be less 

expensive for us than the agency fee. 

I had always felt bad about how little the agency workers made and had always 

tried to supplement their pay with bonuses, holiday pay and other monetary 

gestures on the side.  So with this new woman, who would not be temporary, I 

said No.  That’s not a fair living wage.  We want her to stay.  Not move on when 

a better paying job comes along.  And, we want her to want to come to work 

and do a good job.  To feel committed to us and happy to be here.  No, we have 

to pay her a fair living wage.   

I should say here that we were talking about 3-4 hours a day for 2 days a week. 

So we settled on $16 an hour.   

The very next day I came to church here and Peter Meny stood where I am now 

and said something to the effect of… “we are so close to our pledge drive goal 

and if we could just reach that goal we could get so much closer to giving our 

staff a fair living wage”.  “couldn’t any of you just give a little bit more so we 

can reach that goal?”   

I thought to myself… well damn!  I just had this conversation yesterday! It was 

important to me to provide that fair living wage to someone I didn’t even know 

yet.  But here are people that I know and who provide so much to, and for, me 

that aren’t getting a fair living wage.  That’s just not right.  So that day I 

increased my pledge.  Not by a huge amount, but by what I thought I could 

reasonably afford.   



 

Well we still haven’t quite gotten there.  So this year I agreed to be part of the 

Stewardship Committee to help get us there. To, among other things, get all of 

our staff up to a fair and living wage. Because this is what stewardship is… It’s 

the “responsible overseeing and protection of something considered worth 

caring for and preserving”. … “The responsible overseeing and protection of 

something considered worth caring for and preserving…” And I consider them 

worth caring for and preserving just like I consider this building and the 

playground worth caring for and preserving and the congregations needs worth 

caring for and the social justice work we do and everything else that makes 

USH what it is. 

The Pledge Drive is much of how we actually fulfill our stewardship 

responsibilities and this year we have redesigned how we are doing it.  Starting 

next Sunday afternoon, through the month of March, we are having 

Neighborhood Gatherings at the homes of 12 of your fellow USHers.  These will 

be a time to get together, enjoy each other’s company, talk about the future 

plans for our congregation and our own ideas and vision for that future.  To 

think about what we can do to support our life and work here, the work of the 

Revs, the work of the rest of the staff.  And to turn that support into our 

financial pledge for the upcoming year. 

If you haven’t already received an invitation it will be arriving soon.  If you can’t 

make the Gathering that you’ve been invited to we will be more than happy to 

help you find one that is better for your schedule.  The Stewardship Committee 

will have a table downstairs after every service from today until the end of 

March if you have any questions or would like more information.   

And, thank you in advance for your thoughtful consideration of your pledge 

amount and your generosity to the life and work of this church. 

 

 

 


