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50 Bloomfield Avenue, Hartford, CT 06105
Tel: (860) 233-9897 • Email: firstunitarian@ushartford.com
Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 10:00 to 3:00
or call for appointment
USH-Enews ~ May 29, 2019
Building Community Since 1830
Sunday Service 10:30 AM

Revs. Cathy & Heather Rion Starr

Worship Service: Sunday, June 2, 2019
10:30am
"Close to the Flame”
USH Youth Group, Worship Leaders
Coordinated by Nina Elgo
The Youth Group will be exploring themes around discrimination, exclusion
and their aspirations for a more inclusive world. Please join us!
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In This Week's Enews:
From the Revs / RE News You Can Use
News from the USH Board of Directors / Social Justice at USH
/ Spiritual Life at USH
Sunday Service Photos / Church Business News
Programs for Adults and Families / Connection Circles
Events & More Personal News of Our Community
Meeting House Presents / Get Involved at USH / Upcoming Events &
News in the Larger Community / News from the UUA
Missed Last Week's Enews? Click Below:
http://www.ushartford.com/nourishing-spirit/newsletters/
See Articles and News for USH and the Surrounding Area you
may
have missed or find a link to the USH Facebook Page HERE.
Please consult our Online Calendar regularly for all upcoming
events at the
Unitarian Society of Hartford: www.ushartford.com/events/
To submit a Calendar Request click HERE.
Contacts: http://www.ushartford.com/about-us/staff/
To read the USH Blog click HERE.
E-News Contributors please take note: The deadline for USH E-News
submissions is Tuesday at 12 Noon. Please include the dates that your
submission should be included in the 'Subject' field.
From the USH Caring Network: Please inform the Caring
Network of needs, or volunteer your services. If you know of any
member experiencing some difficulty, please contact Eve Pech or
any member of the Caring Network so we can provide some
assistance. A wide range of community services is also available to
those in need by calling the Community Info Line at 211.
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WEEDERS NEEDED! The
Memorial Garden needs to be
weeded. This is especially
important before the June 15
Memorial Service for Louise
Willett. Can you stop by for
15 or 20 minutes and weed a
bit? If you want to weed
longer, please feel free to do
that. If you have them, bring
a bucket and trowel. If you
do not have these items,
there should be some in the exit adjacent to the RE Rooms on the
opposite side from the kitchen in Fellowship Hall. The weeds can be
dumped into the woods to be recycled. If you are not sure if the
targeted plant is a weed or treasure, call one of us on your cell phone
(Janice 860/212-6923 or David 860/335-3742) and show us! While
this is a special request for now..we also are desperate for weeders
during the summer. We are older and our own yard has gotten to be
even a bigger weeding project, so please consider helping at the
Meeting House. When the families entrusted the ashes of their loved
ones to us, we promised to have a serene and well-cared-for resting
place. We need help! If you have any questions please see us or call
us! If you do weed, please let us know so we can thank you! Thank
you very much for your consideration of this need! ~Janice and David
Newton
Notes from the Revs.
Did you enjoy the North United Methodist Church Steel Pan
Orchestra?
What a joy and blessing it was to have the Steel Pan Youth Orchestra
with us for Flower Communion worship, and for the many of you who
went to their concert and danced the night away last weekend! Pastor
Hugh Hamilton welcomes us to join them for worship anytime (8am
contemporary service, 11am larger service). Please let me know if
you’d be interested in going together as a group on a Sunday in
August. -RevCathy
A special invitation for People of Color, Indigenous, and Latinx
folks: DRUUMM* Hartford CT Area Gathering and Potluck.
Tuesday, June 11, 2019; 6:00pm to 9:00pm at the Unitarian
Society of Hartford. Bring a dish to share!
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*DRUUMM is a Unitarian Universalist People of Color Ministry and
anti-racist collective bringing lay and religious professionals together
to overcome racism through resistance and transform Unitarian
Universalism through our multicultural experiences.
As part of our faith journey as Unitarian Universalists, we are
regularly challenged by the ways race and racism affect our lives and
our spirituality. Within our congregations we are creating space to
build a community of care among UU People of Color, opportunities to
explore deeper questions around race, culture and our religious
values.
We invite UU People of Color in the Greater Hartford CT and Western
Massachusetts area to gather for dinner and meeting facilitated by
Rev. Joseph Santos-Lyons, DRUUMM consulting minister. Joseph has
worked with DRUUMM for many years. We will nurture new
relationships between UU People of Color in the area, discuss some of
the historical development of UU People of Color and anti-racism
efforts, and learn more about what the community needs, along with
the interests and passions among those who attend.
Please let Rev. Cathy know if you're able to make it.
For those of us not familiar with DRUUMM, here is a link with more
information: http://www.druumm.onefireplace.org/page-394140.

Muslim Coalition of CT
Statement on the Arson Attack
on Mosque in New Haven, CT
May 13, 2019
The Muslim Coalition of Connecticut strongly condemns the intentional
burning of the Diyanet Mosque in New Haven. We stand in support and
solidarity with our Muslim brothers and sisters whose mosque was
destroyed by a senseless act of hatred. We call on all people to stand
together to oppose hatred and violence against any group of people.
The freedom to worship in a mosque, church, synagogue, or temple
must be protected from fear, intimidation, and violent acts. All of us
have a stake in this, no matter the faith tradition. There is never a
justification for targeting places of worship. We are one human family,
and we must work together to make sure that acts like this do not
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threaten our efforts to be more tolerant and understanding of all
faiths. If you are interested in supporting the restoration of the
Diyanet Mosque, donations can be made via this
link: https://launchgood.com/NewHaven. -Submitted by RevCathy
General Assembly June 2019: Join me in the chat room, Unitarian
Universalists near-and-far! https://www.uua.org/ga/registration/offsite (And Unitarian Society of Hartford members, we have some
funding allotted for GA participation; don't be deterred by finances if
you'd otherwise like to participate!) ~RevHeather (see further GA
details near the end of this E-News)
Save the Date for Hartford Pride, September 14th, Noon-6pm
on Hartford's historical Pratt Street! Let Judy Sullivan
(jasullivan57(at)gmail.com know if you can participate!
RE News You Can Use:
Rayla D. Mattson, Director of Religious Education
This Sunday, June 2, there will be childcare this
Sunday for infants and toddlers. There will be a
Time For All Ages during the service, and the youth
will remain in the Sanctuary for the service.
Rayla D. Mattson, Director of Religious Education
860-233-9897 ext. 104 | dre@ushartford.com
I only check my email on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday.

News from the USH Board of Directors
Annual Meeting Recap Part II
Joe Rubin, President-Elect

To open the congregational annual meeting on May 19, I offered the
following meditation, slightly adapted from a meditation by Laila
Ibrahim of the First Unitarian Church of Oakland, CA. ~Joe Rubin,
President-Elect

6

Messy and Imperfect Beloved Community
"I have been going to this same Meeting House for a very long time.
For well over thirty years most Sundays I have walked through our
beautiful doors. In all those years I have filled a variety of leadership
positions, from teacher to Board member, from religious education
chair to stewardship chair to greeter. And in all those years my
congregation has had ample opportunity to disappoint me.
I am disappointed when people don't think my project is the one we
should collectively work on; I am disappointed when people want
different music than I do; I am disappointed that we don't all agree on
the most important priority in the church; I am disappointed that
people don't give what I think is enough time, talent, or treasure to
the Meeting House. I am disappointed ... well, you get the idea. In
over thirty years of relationship, there have been lots of
disappointments.
Two or three times over the years, I have been so disappointed that I
seriously questioned remaining in my congregation. I have wondered if
church is actually real. I have doubted its ability to provide the
promise of which we speak: lived beloved community.
On those occasions I have thought, screw it. I can just stop going to
church for a while or ...forever. But staying away has never helped me
through such times. Rather, coming in closer, talking to people,
listening, sharing, caring, and worshipping--have helped me know that
this is where I belong, even when church is the source of my
frustration and disappointment.
Because we are not in church to be with people who want to sing the
same music, or rally for the same cause, or attend the same retreats.
We are in church to learn to love better. And learning to love better
can only happen when we love past our disappointments and return to
a place of acceptance and affirmation. This is true in our personal
lives, in our work lives, and in our church lives. It is a deep spiritual
practice.
At my best, as a religious person, as a Unitarian Universalist, as a
member of this Unitarian Society of Hartford, I am called to love
whoever else walks through these doors. I don't need to like everyone.
Not everyone is who I would choose for a friend. Not everyone agrees
about what we are here to do. But if I am living up to my best values,
I offer care and respect and commitment to each member, friend, and
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guest of my beloved community.
In the end, we can all try our best to live out our faith as Unitarian
Universalists--through study, conversation, service, and commitment.
We forgive ourselves and forgive others as we stumble through. We
disagree, we annoy, we flake out on one another. And we worship, we
support, we hold, and we affirm one another.
There is really only one choice: between imperfect community and no
community. Again and again, we are all called to choose to commit
ourselves to building a more just, more diverse, and yet ever messy
and imperfect beloved community."
Your USH Board
—Have a question or comment or just want to chat about USH?
Don’t hesitate to talk with any one of your Board members:
Sherry Manetta—President
Carolyn Carlson—Community Within
Council Chair
Joe Rubin—President Elect
Marye Gail Harrison—Spiritual Life
Council Chair
Tom Richardson—Treasurer
Judy Sullivan—Social Justice
Council Chair
Sarah McKenzie—Secretary
Sue Tenorio—Administrative
Council Chair

Social Justice at USH
Americans of Conscience
Checklist
These checklists feature clear, wellresearched actions for Americans
who value democracy, equality,
voting, and decency. We also
practice gratitude, self-care, and celebration to stay engaged.
Click HERE for past checklists. -Submitted by Judy Sullivan, USH
Social Justice Chair; Source: https://americansofconscience.com/
Americans of Conscience Checklist: Week of May 26, 2019
A note from Jen Hofmann
It’s been quite a week, dear reader. With much confusion and many
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concerning headlines, I want to bring your attention to two powerful,
inspiring stories you might have missed.
Concerned citizen, Ana Adlerstein, is connected to us through one of
our long-time subscribers. Part of her role at Casa de Migrantes
includes supporting people seeking asylum at the Mexico border. This
week, she was detained by CBP for four hours, falsely accused of
human smuggling, and denied access to counsel and medical care.
When I asked how we could support her, Ana assured me she was
fine. In fact, in the midst of her own difficulties, she asked if we’d
highlight the story of another US citizen experiencing similar
intimidation from CBP. For the humanitarian act of leaving water in the
Arizona desert, Dr. Scott Warren may face 20 years in prison.
Ana’s support for Scott moved me deeply–and their solidarity with
asylum seekers even more so. While the president seeks to deny basic
rights and basic humanity at our border, our brave peers value lives
over intimidation and heed their moral compass over fear.
Immigration is a complex issue, but decency is not. When the news
overwhelms, when we don’t know what to do, sometimes the best
thing is to follow Fred Roger’s advice and seek out the helpers. This
week, let’s follow Ana and Scott’s lead. Let us find courage in their
example and act in solidarity with them by amplifying their calls for
decency, justice, and humanity.
Support Dr. Scott Warren
In a growing trend, DHS is detaining US citizens for providing
humanitarian aid in the Arizona desert. Dr. Scott Warren faces 20
years. Call to join No More Deaths’ national phone-in to insist on his
release...to read more click HERE.
LODGING NEEDED FOR HARTFORD SEMINARIAN -- SOUGHT BY
ILLINOIS UU ON HIS BEHALF
"A young friend of mine who has studied the past three years at a
Vatican University studying Jewish texts has been accepted at the
Hartford Seminary to study Islamic and Christian texts with an eye to
showing how similar the religions are and to educating, (particularly
youth), to understand this with the aim of establishing harmony and
peaceful interactions among religions. Isuf and Drita have gathered
significant funds and Isuf has a 75% scholarship at the Seminary, and
can fund the remaining tuition and fees and their personal needs,
leaving only the need to find lodging in exchange for their help. I
know him to be totally reliable, they both speak English (and he
Italian) fluently, as well as their native Albanian. If you know of any
home that may want/need help with cooking and light housework,
with meeting and caring for children between school dismissal and the
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time parents come home, or any other such permutation, please let
me or RevCathy know. I spent considerable time with Isuf in Rome,
and very much wish to assist him in pursuing his admirable aims." -Catherine Connor, cconnor@illinois.edu or 217 493 0396
Spiritual Life at the Unitarian Society of Hartford
Spiritual Life blog: May Our Circles be Opened but
Unbroken
What a lovely scene on Flower Communion morning (May
19th) to see the abundance of blossoms waiting to be
shared. And then when we all circle the sanctuary, we
collectively become the abundant blooming, full of beauty
and seeds for new growth.
When I am part of a group circling up, there is some power that
touches me deeply. Maybe ancestral camp fires are burned into my
genes, affirmatively answering basic life questions: “Am I loveable?
Do I belong? Will I survive?” In the passing eye contact, the squeeze
of someone’s hand, I usually experience a sense of well-being, a
resounding “YES!”
In Wiccan tradition, the circle is “drawn” and closed to create a scared
space for events. Afterwards, the “circle is opened but unbroken.”
May all the circles in your life be opened as needed and unbroken.
~Marye Gail Harrison, USH Board Spiritual Life Chair / To read past
blogs, click HERE.
Sunday Service Recap

Photo by Chris Child on Unsplash
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Worship Service: Sunday, May 26, 2019
10:30am
"My America...A Memorial Day Service”
Rick Tsukada, Lay Leader
Judy Robbins, Worship Associate
“Fourscore and seven years ago our fathers brought forth
on this continent a new nation, conceived in liberty, and dedicated to
the proposition that all men are created equal…that this nation
under God, shall have a new birth of freedom and that the
government
of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the
earth.”
~Abraham Lincoln, November 19, 1863
Sunday Service Recap
If anyone is interested in writing a regular or occasional synopsis of
Sunday Services,
please contact Linda Clark at ushlindaclark@gmail.com. Thank you.
Church Business News
The latest financial reports for Jan.-Mar. 2019 have been posted,
click HERE to view.
The Board Meeting minutes for April 2019 have been posted, click
HERE to view.
To view the USH Directory, Reports, meeting minutes and other
church business information online, click HERE. Contact Linda Clark
at ushlindaclark(at)gmail.com for the username and password.
Alliance Ministry to Women
Alliance Ministry to Women
Unitarian Society of Hartford
Educational Grant Application 2019
The USH Women’s Alliance is proud to
announce that applications are available
May 15, due June 15, for the 2019
Women’s Alliance Educational Grant. Applicants should be
pursuing study at a post high school level, with priority given to
those with minimal scholarship aid or loan sources. Grants are small
(generally under $500), but may be used for expenses such as
tuition, books, child care, and transportation. Affiliation with USH is
not required, though will be considered. In past years, these grants
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have been welcomed by those pursuing graduate and undergraduate
study, members and friends of USH.
Applications and grants are confidential. The Alliance has been
awarding these grants for many years, inaugurated by the late
Eleanor Revill, and is pleased to be able to continue doing so,
realizing that these small monetary awards help women in pursuit of
their educational goals.
For application, call 860-693-4269 (no texting) or email
bonnieandroberta at sign comcast.net. -Submitted by Nita H.
Programs for Adults and Families
For more information on current programs please check the
online calendar often as schedules can change, or contact the
facilitator for more information. Contact information for programs is
listed below. Also visit www.ushartford.com/buildingcommunity/adult-family-programs/.
Programs
Emei Qigong Cultivation: Tuesdays at 11:00 AM and Wednesdays
at 5:00 PM. Contact Diana Heymann: 860-200-8525.
Tai Chi Gigong: Wednesdays, 5:30 – 6:30 PM. Contact facilitator
before attending: Stephen “Lucky” Luckingham: 860-202-3404 or
stephen.luckingham(at)gmail.com.
Authentic Connection & Communication: An NVC Practice Group,
Wednesdays, 7:15 – 9:15 PM. Contact Mark Friedman for more
information: drmarkafriedman(at)drmarkafriedman.com.
Meeting House Sing-A-Long: All Are Welcome: Meets on the 2nd
Saturday of each month, in Emerson/Meditation room (or Memorial
Garden if weather / memorial service permits.) For more information
contact Ed Savage: ed(at)thesavagees.com.
Ballroom Dance: Thursdays, 6:00 – 7:45 PM. Contact Ron
Friedman: 860-523-1105 or rsfriedman41(at)gmail.com.
Dinner and a Movie at USH: Meets the second Friday of the month
September-June. Contact Nita for more information at 860-693-4269
(no texts). Please note: The June gathering is on the 21st.
USH Book Club Thursday, June 13th: The Storm by Arif Anwar; Offsite, contact Richard Groothuis for location: rgroopofus@icloud.com
or 860-748-3532.
Beloved Conversations: An experiential curriculum that provides a
space to heal the spiritual and organizational wounds that racism
causes in our faith communities. The program aims to foster crosscultural relationships that nurture the spiritual health of program
participants, congregations and communities beyond their walls. We
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plan to repeat this program next church year. Contact Judy Sullivan
to be added to the list of those interested.

Good news! In cooperation with UUS:E in Manchester and the
Universalist Church of West Hartford, we will be offering Wellspring, a
10-month curriculum of uniquely UU spiritual development
successfully implemented in thirty other UU congregations. Beginning
in September and meeting twice a month through mid-June, we will
deepen our spiritual lives through small group connections, daily
spiritual practice, spiritual direction, readings and other resources.
There will be two small Wellspring groups, one during the day
facilitated by Judy Robbins and an evening group facilitated by Tom
Gervais. Participants will be drawn from the three churches and
meeting places will rotate among the churches. For more info click
HERE.
Because Wellspring is offered conjointly, space is very limited so you
must indicate your interest asap. A waiting list may be necessary. For
more information, see the Wellspring website
https://uuwellspring.org/ or contact Judy Robbins at
judyrobb2@gmail.com or 860-633-3348.
It's Time to Register: June 7–9 for the Senexet
House Retreat for Women and all who identify as women
During coffee hour after the Sunday service, there will be a
sign-up table for the Women's Retreat at Senexet House,
June 7–9.
You can also contact Dawn Greenfield,
borntodoyoga(at)yahoo.com with questions or to express
interest.
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Connection Circles (formerly known as Small Group Ministries)
What are Connection Circles?
This is a unique opportunity to strengthen your
connections with USH members and friends by sharing
your life experiences with them in a safe, confidential
space —a covenant group. Get to know others better and you may
also get to know yourself better too! A trained facilitator will have
special readings and questions to guide your sharing and deep
listening experience. Watch for announcements of Small Group
Ministry (now called Connection Circles) offerings in E-News, during
coffee hour after the service at the Programs Table (when available)
in Fellowship Hall, or at the Welcome Table in the main lobby. Please
text or email Martha Bradley at 860-305-3307,
marthabradley49@yahoo.com for more information or click HERE.
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The Membership Potluck is a great way to unwind after completing
another Monday to Friday grind. Relax. Get a chance to know a little
bit more about some of the folks you might see on Sunday but
really don’t know that well. This year we are inviting attendees to
bring in an object that has special meaning for them. It could be a
cherished item from your childhood, a keepsake from a special trip,
a photograph, a plaque, your diploma, anything that has some
special meaning for you. We will do a little “show and tell” around
our tables as we are having our dinners. Our congregation did this
once on Sunday about eight years ago and it was a delightful
experience that revealed all kinds of wonderful insights into our
fellow members and friends at the Meeting House. If you have kids,
bring them too. They love the chance to share their “show and tell”
with grownups.
For more details contact Brian Harvey at Harvey.b@comcast.net.
Will you help with the Memorial Reception? ~ On Saturday,
June 15, we will have the Memorial Service and Reception
remembering and celebrating the life of Louise Willett. The service
will be at 11:00am and the Reception will follow in Fellowship Hall.
Finger foods, such as crackers/cheese, quick breads, cookies, bars,
and other munchies are needed. We also need fruit and veggie
platters. Food should be brought on the morning of the Reception, on
plates ready to serve. Please be sure to label the plate with your
name and include a list of ingredients. Please no peanuts or
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peanut products. We will supply the sandwiches, coffee, tea, and
punch.
In order to help us plan, it is very important that we know what
foods will be contributed. Please contact Janice Newton (860/6771121 or janicecnewton(at)gmail.com) to sign up for a food
contribution. We are planning for a large number of attendees, so
your food donations will be greatly appreciated. We can also use
some help during the reception and with the clean-up. Please let me
know if you can help. Thank you in advance for your help. We can’t
do this without you!
- Submitted by Janice Newton

We are having a different twist on the Annual Picnic this year.
Same great fun and games. But for lunch we were thinking of
having a hot dog boil. All kinds of dogs. All meat, vegetarian,
vegan, brats…with all kinds of toppings and fixings!! Have a
different kind of dog. A dog you never knew existed. Prep will be
fast and easy to set up and clean up. No grills, no frying
pans…just boil, serve, and enjoy. We will still be supplying buns,
chips, iced tea, lemonade, watermelon and all kinds of toppings
for all kinds of dogs. We invite you to bring a side dish or dessert
for the shared table.
For more details or to volunteer to help - contact
harvey.b@comcast.net.
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New Disability Support Group: Disabilities can come in many
forms, some related to physical health and some related to mental
health. In the course of our lives most of us will experience a
disability at one time or another. Some are temporary and some last
for the rest of our lives. With that in mind, the USH AIM team is
working to make our church more accessible and more inclusive for
everyone, disabled or not.
In July, we will be restarting a disability support group. Twice a month
on Saturday mornings at 10 o’clock in David’s Den next to the library
we will facilitate a support group for anyone from our church who has
issues related to a physical or mental health disability. The group is
also open to those supporting a person with a disability. We will
gather to support each other on our journeys, not to provide therapy.
We will generally follow the approach of a small group ministry,
speaking respectfully, one at a time.
The first meeting will be on July 13th. Please join us if you wish.
Contacts: Briana Bittel at (860) 205-8568 or
everaftr33(at)gmail.com
Bill LaPorte-Bryan at (860) 308-2688 or b37bryan(at)gmail.com
Summer Piano Concert with Benjamin
Dix: Beethoven Ode to Joy, Pathetique Sonata,
Mozart-Elvira Madigan, Chopin Ballade # 1,
Raindrop Prelude, and Brahms Intermezzo op.
117 #1
Saturday, June 22, 2019 at 1:00pm at the
Unitarian Society of Hartford
Admission is Free, all are welcome!
Memorial Kousa Dogwood Story
from Louise Schmoll
"The Kousa dogwood tree outside the
office has been heavily laden with
blooms the past couple years and will
be wearing its blossoms again very
soon. I marveled at its beauty and
remembered it was planted in memory
of a family, but I could not remember
their name. But this past year
someone came into the Office and
asked Linda about it. And they brought a newspaper clipping
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describing the family. So I learned this tree was planted in 1984 in
memory of the Lafferty family. Bernard Lafferty, his wife Karren, and
daughters Melanie and Holly were killed when their single engine
plane crashed in Virginia. Bernard was piloting the craft on their way
to Raleigh, North Carolina. They were relative newcomers to the
Meeting House but friends and family planted the tree here in their
memory. So enjoy its beauty this year and remember a family taken
from us too soon." ~Louise Schmoll, May 2019

Meeting House Presents!

Thank you all for making this another successful season for Meeting House
Presents!
Click HERE for more info.
•
•
•

Email us at MeetingHousePresents(at)gmail.com
Phone Laura and Paul Cipriano at (860) 298-9984
Check our web page or subscribe to our email list for notification
if shows are sold out or
rescheduled: www.ushartford.com/nourishingspirit/music/meetinghousepresents/

Sign Up for Meeting House Presents email list:
Our email includes concert announcements, updates, and info about
folk music events in the area. Subscribe to Meeting House Presents
Email— send a message to: MeetingHousePresents(at)gmail.com. Put
“subscribe” in the subject line. We send one or two emails each
month.
Meeting House Presents is always looking for volunteers to help
out. You decide if you want to help out three nights, one night, or
the entire season. We need help with refreshments, tickets,
communications, hosting performers if you have a spare room,
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and we'd like to have a "street team" to post flyers. Best of all, the
commitments are for the evening of the show and you won't have
to attend meetings. Contact Laura Cipriano at
MeetingHousePresents@gmail.com to volunteer. Come be part of
the fun.
Save the dates for these 2019-20 upcoming Meeting House
Presents Concerts. Click HERE for more info!
Get Involved at USH - Be Part of a Great Team!
USH Needs You—
Get Active with USH! Committee and Sub-Council Openings
We are continually striving to fill open positions on various Board
committees and sub-councils. If you are interested in becoming more
engaged at USH, or just learning more about the activities of our
congregation, we encourage you to reach out to a Board member,
one of the Ministers, or the Chair of a particular Council, Sub-council
or Committee. Click HERE to read more...
Get more connected with this congregation through volunteering.
Below are some areas, both seasonal and year-round,
where Volunteers are especially needed and welcome:

The USH Sunday Welcome Team; Join the Choir; Office
Volunteers; Connection Circles Host, Advisor or Facilitator; The Book
Table During Coffee Hour. Click HERE to find out more.
Accessibility and Inclusion Ministry
(AIM): USH Member Doris Maldonado is in
need of help with this ministry. Please contact
her at unicas.miracle@gmail.com if you would
like more info. THe USH AIM task force, many
of whom identify as having a disability, are
charged with the following mission: To
welcome, integrate, and support people with
physical or psychological disabilities and their families in our
congregation. For more info click HERE.
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General Assembly 2019: participate online from your
home and together from the Meeting House with RevHeather
at select times: Thursday, June 20 at the Meeting
House, 11:30am-12:30pm we'll join worship:
"Worship, Opening, Framing: A Love to Change the World"
In the afternoon on Thursday we have two workshops to view and
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participate in:
"Side with Love: Our Call for this Moment!"
Side with Love, Interfaith Organizing Initiative Project of Center for
Race, Religion and Economic Democracy / UUs are called to
#sidewithlove and align with frontline partners who center those
impacted by injustice. We will utilize popular education
methodologies to contextualize the current role of people of faith in
this social, political and economic environment, provide organizing
tools and opportunities to practice building power. Join us!
Panelists: Everette Thompson, Charlene Sinclair, Ph. D, Brittini
Gray, Rev. Elizabeth Nguyen
and "The Future of Outreach"
Unitarian Universalist Association
Storytelling. Digital communications. Strategy. Equity. Let’s talk
about the future of Outreach. Join the UUA’s Outreach team and
practice effective storytelling, discuss your outreach triumphs and
challenges, and share practical strategies for engaging outreach,
especially in digital spaces. Panelists: Anna Bethea, Marchaé Grair
Friday, June 21, we'll view and participate in General Session
1 from 12-3pm Eastern (EST) at the Meeting House:
General Session I
Call to Order • Opening Words • Review and Adopt Rules of
Procedure • President’s Report • Financial Advisor’s Report •
Collection: Side with Love • Board of Trustees’ Report • CoModerators’ Report • 2015 Climate Justice Resolution Report •
Consent Agenda • Bylaw Amendments to sections 5.11 (a) (1), 7.6
(b), 11.3, 11.5, and 11.7 to changing final fellowship to full
fellowship • Bylaw Amendment to section 5.2 (b) to remove in odd
numbered years • Amendment to Rule G-9.13.1 to modernize for
electronic vote and clarify election preparation by Secretary •
Amendment to Rule G-9.13.2 to modernize for electronic vote and
randomize the order of candidate names for election • Amendment
to Rule G-9.13.3 to modernize for electronic vote and remove “on a
ballot” • Amendment to Rule G-9.13.4 to provide for mailed paper
ballots in elections • Amendment to Rule G-9.13.5 to clarify voting
at General Assembly • Bylaw amendment to section 9.6 to increase
number of petitions for nominations to 50 congregations from at
least 3 of the regions of the Association • Consider Bylaw
amendment regarding Ministerial Fellowship Committee makeup
(Section 7.6) • Consider Bylaw amendment regarding preliminary
fellowship (Section 11.3) • Consider Bylaw amendment regarding
voting and elections (Sections 9.9, 9.10, 9.11 and Rules G-9.11.1,
G-9.11.2, and G-9.11.3) • Unitarian Universalist Service Committee
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Report • Unitarian Universalist Women’s Federation Report •
Commission on Social Witness Report • Motion to Admit Actions of
Immediate Witness to Final Agenda • Consider Statement of
Conscience: Democracy Uncorrupted • Closing Words • Recess
There is still time to sign up and register as an Off-Site
Delegate! It's only $185 and you will be able to view and
participate in everything that is live-streamed from dawn to well
beyond dusk. Represent the Unitarian Society of Hartford (you must
be a USH member to be a Delegate) and get to know your Unitarian
Universalist Association better! Connect with RevHeather by email,
cell phone or text if you have any interest in serving as a USH
delegate to General Assembly from the comfort of your home.
Lots more info here: https://www.uua.org/ga/off-site
https://www.uua.org/ga/off-site/registrants/live-workshops
Upcoming Special Events and News in the Larger Community
UU young-women-led program June 1 in Danbury, open to all:
please share with your youth & youngest adults!
The Young Women's Social Action Forum
This special one-time-only forum is open to all genders and non-UUs,
too. It is especially geared towards senior high youth and young
adults. Please help spread the word about this program created by
the senior high school young women of the UU congregation in
Danbury! Organized by the Senior High Youth Girls of UU Danbury
through a Social Action group they've been a part of this year.
Coming up on June 1! Click HERE for more info.
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All Unitarian Universalist youth entering grades 9-12 (in the Fall 2019)
are welcome to attend this conference. July 28-August 3 in State
College, PA, or August 8-24 in Schenectady, NY. For more info visit:
https://www.uua.org/central-east/youth/goldmine.
Earthkeepers Corner: The Interreligious Eco Justice Network
(IREJN) www.irejn.org, shares our deep sorrow and anguish at the act
of arson against the Mosque in New Haven. For the last 20 years,
IREJN has worked along side our Connecticut Muslim brothers and
sisters, and with people of all faiths and beliefs, to become better
stewards of Allah's Creation. That act of hate and destruction has no
place in our community. Our prayers and love are with our Islamic
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friends as they heal and rebuild as the sacred time of Ramadan comes
to a close. Peace, Shalom. Salaam!
-Submitted by Jeff Howard, Co-chair USH Green Sanctuary
For Access to the Members Only Section on the Web Page:
For the username and password for the Members Only section of our
USH website, please email Linda Clark at ushlindaclark@gmail.com.
It's easy and if you're interested, please say so.
______________________________________________________
To submit a Calendar Event Request, cut and paste the text below
into an email and send to: calendarchanges@ushartford.com. Please
look at the calendar the day you email a request to make sure the
space is available; this will help to avoid double booking rooms.
Double check the calendar for your event 1 to 2 weeks prior to make
sure it's correctly posted. Email any corrections to
calendarchanges@ushartford.com. Please make sure you also
coordinate with our Rentals Manager, Rayla Mattson, if this is a onetime-open-to-the-public event. Thank you! ~Linda
Put in the Subject: 'Calendar'
Also: Cc Rayla Mattson requests: dre(at)ushartford.com
Event Title:
Room:
Time:
Date(s):
Is This A Private Event?
Include in Happenings/Enews?
Contact:
A Short Description:
Cost: (if applicable)
Is Childcare Provided?: (Note if childcare will be provided you must
arrange it with the DRE.)
Lost and Found
There is a 'Lost & Found' box in the office on the bottom
shelf of a storage rack near Linda Clark's desk. Items
found in the building will be placed there. Please check in
the office if you have misplaced something. Please note: Items will
be donated or recycled if no one claims them after a few
weeks. Thank you.
USH Staff:
http://www.ushartford.com/about-us/staff/
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Rev. Cathy Rion Starr, Co-Minister
revcathy@ushartford.com | 860-233-9897 ext 103*(see below to
schedule)
Rev. Heather Rion Starr, Co-Minister
RevHeatherRionStarr@gmail.com | 860-233-9897 ext 103
Rayla D. Mattson, Director of Religious Education and Rentals
Manager
dre@ushartford.com | 860-233-9897 ext 104
Sam Moffett, Director of Music Ministries
smoffett@ushartford.com | 860-233-9897 ext 108
Linda Clark, Office Administrator
ushlindaclark@gmail.com | 860-233-9897 ext 100
Brian Mullen, Bookkeeper
Office Hours by Appointment | bmullen@ushartford.com
*Rev. Cathy has an online scheduler:
If you’d like to set up a meeting, pastoral visit, or other conversation
with me, you can see my availability and sign up for a time here:
https://RevCathyRionStarr.as.me. Try it out, and let me know if you
have any trouble!
-RevCathy
The deadline for USH-Enews submissions is Tuesday at 12 Noon.
Email to: ushenews@ushartford.com
Please note in the subject line "USH-Enews." Thank you for your
submission!
Peace – as we come to the close of the USH-Enews week.
Be kind to others – and to yourself.
Our Unitarian Universalist Principles: The member congregations
of the Unitarian Universalist Association covenant to affirm and
promote: the inherent worth and dignity of every person; justice,
equity, and compassion in human relations; acceptance of one
another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations;
a free and responsible search for truth and meaning; the right of
conscience and the use of the democratic process, within our
congregations and in society at large; the goal of world community
with peace, liberty, and justice for all; respect for the interdependent
web of all existence, of which we are a part.

